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Adjutant  General's  Office,  > 
Raleigh,  January  17,  1827.     y 

To  his  Excellency  Gor-crnor  B-urton: 

SIR, — 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  papers, 
marked  from  A  to  E,  to  which  I  have  to  refer  you  for  all  the  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  Militia  of  the  State,  required  by  act 
of  Assembly  to  be  annually  reported  from  this  office. 

The  paper  marked  A  will  present  you  with  a  view  of  the  or- 
ganization and  strength  of  the  Militia — the  number  and  various 
description  of  arms,  both  in  the  possession  of  the  troops  and  in 
the  public  arsenals. 

The  paper  marked  B  contains  a  Roster  of  the  General  Staff. 

The  paper  marked  C,  a  Register  of  the  General  and  Field  Of- 
ficers, according  to  the  returns  of  1825. 

The  paper  marked  D  furnishes  a  detailed  account  of  the  arms 
belonging  to  the  State,  their  number,  situation  and  condition. 

The  paper  marked  E  contains  a  list  of  deficiencies  in  returns. 

From  these  papers  you  will  discover  that  the  officers  have 
been  faithful  and  prompt  in  their  returns,  enabling  me  to  present 
a  satisfactory  account  of  the  Militia  for  this  year,  and  without 
being  under  the  necessity  of  noting  many  deficiencies. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  arms  now  in  the  depots  will  be  found, 
on  reference  to  the  detailed  account  accompanying  this  commu- 
nication, to  be  in  good  order.  By  adhering  to  the  course  which 
has  been  pursued  with  your  sanction  for  some  time  past,  in  re- 
fusing further  distribution  of  the  arms  among  the  volunteer  com- 
panies, will  enable  the  State,  within  a  few  years,  (with  those 
which  will  be  received,  annually,  from  the  general  government 
under  the  standing  appropriation  of  Congress,)  to  arm,  when  an 
occasion  may  render  it  necessary,  any  force  which  may  be  re- 
quired for  its  defence  and  protection. 

However  desirable  it  may  be  to  give  encouragement  to  volun- 
teer companies,  by  loaning  to  them  the  public  arms,  yet  expe- 
rience has  shown  that  the  State  must  sustain  sacrifices  under 
such  a  disposition,  not  warranted  by  any  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  the  ordinary  use  of  them  by  the  militia.  Were  the  arms 
that  are  distributed  and  never  returned,  to  remain  in  the  hands 
of  our  permanent  citizens,  there  would  be  but  little  loss  in  their 
not  being  returned;  but,  owing  to  the  strong  current  of  emigra- 
tion now  setting  fqom  the  State,  the  arms  of  the  description  of 
those  belonging  to  the  State,  when  once  put  afloat  in  the  commu- 
nity, soon  find  their  way  to  a  country  where  they  are,  for  common 
use,  more  valuable  than  they  are  in  this. 

Under  an  act  of  the  Assembly  of  1812,  there  were  distributed 
amougthe  Militia  2131  muskets,  which  were  required  to  be  col- 
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lected  again,  under  a  resolution  of  1818,  Measures  were  taken 
by  the  late  incumbent  of  this  oflice,  (who  appears  from  the  files 
of  the  office,  to  have  made  every  necessary  exertion)  to  carry  in- 
to effect  fully  the  object  of  the  resolution;  yet,  notwithstanding, 
only  938  were  recovered  out  of  that  number — the  State  sustain- 
ing a  loss  of  1198  muskets;  and  exclusive  of  the  expense  of 
distributing  and  of  collecting  them,  not  less  than  gl2()0  has 
since  been  paid  for  repairing  and  cleaning  those  that  were  re- 
turned. 

A  Board,  composed  of  officers  of  the  regular  army  and  of  the. 
Militia,  were  lately  convened  at  Washington  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the  systems  of  tactics  re- 
quired by  a  resolution  of  Congress  at  their  last  session,  for  the 
use  of  the  Militia.  It  being  important  that  the  systems  of  tac- 
tics to  be  prepared  should  be  predicated  upon  some  fixed  plan  of 
organization  of  the  Militia,  and  as  the  present  was  considered 
incomplete  and  extremely  imperfect,  the  attention  of  the  Board 
was,  therefore,  directed  to  this  subject  also.  The  Secretary  of 
War,  with  a  view  to  a  plan  of  a  new  organization,  had  collected 
the  views  of  enlightened  Citizens  of  the  different  sections  of  the 
United  States,  on  this  subject,  which  were  laid  before  the  Board 
at  the  same  time. 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary,  systems 
of  Infantry  and  Cavalry  tactics,  and  also  a  system  of  exercise 
and  instruction  of  field  artillery,  including  manoeuvres  for  light 
artillery  or  horse  artillery — together  with  a  plan  of  a  new  or- 
ganization of  the  Militia,  were  prepared  and  reported;  and  are 
now  under  the  consideration  of  Congress.  The  systems  of  tac- 
tics will  probably  be  adopted  by  the  present  session,  and  distri- 
buted to  the  Militia  within  the  course  of  the  year. 

Should  Congress  pass  a  bill  in  conformity  to  the  plan  of  or- 
ganization reported,  it  will  hereafter  become  a  subject  of  legis- 
lation by  the  State:  I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  of  some  impor- 
tance to  present  you  with  a  copy  of  the  report,  together  with  all 
the  communications  which  were  laid  before  the  Board,  upon 
which  it  was  predicated;  and  shall  also,  from  the  same  conside- 
ration, furnish  each  member  of  the  present  Assembly  with  a  co- 
py of  the  report  alone.  On  reference  to  the  communications 
annexed  to  that  report,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  Militia  in  most 
every  section  of  the  United  States  are  becoming  too  unwieldly 
and  oppressive  upon  the  community  to  be  sustained  much  longer 
in  their  present  state;  and  in  anticipation  of  an  entire  change  in 
their  organization,  which  will  probably  grow  out  of  the  report 
before  Congress,  I  forbear  inviting  your  attention  at  this  time  to 
any  of  the  defects  in  the  existing  laws  of  the  State,  relative  t>" 
the  Militia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BKV.  DANIEL, 
Mj.  Gen.  M.  N.  C. 
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